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Lesson #2: Connect through Bible Fellowship
Biblical truth: Believers are to love God and each other with their entire body.

Objective: Bible Fellowship classes will learn the importance of a class connecting with God and each other. Members will discuss the importance of each and how they can improve their ability as a class to Connect with God, Connect Member to Member, and Connect Member to Guest.
Mark 12:28-34. Parallel passage – Matthew 22:34-40. 
	28 One of the scribes  approached. When he heard them debating and saw that Jesus answered them well, he asked Him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?”

29 “This is the most important,”  Jesus answered: Listen, Israel! The Lord our God, The Lord  is One. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind,  and with all your strength.
31 “The second is: Love your neighbor  as yourself. There is no other commandment  greater than these.” 

32 Then the scribe said to Him, “You are right, Teacher! You have correctly said that He is One, and there is no one  else except Him. 33 And to love Him with all your heart, with all your understanding, and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself, is far more ⌊important⌋ than all the burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
34 When Jesus saw that he answered intelligently, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”  And no one dared  to question Him any longer. (HCSB)

	28 One of the teachers of religious law was standing there listening to the debate. He realized that Jesus had answered well, so he asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

29 Jesus replied, “The most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 30 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’﻿﻿ 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’﻿﻿ No other commandment is greater than these.”

32 The teacher of religious law replied, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth by saying that there is only one God and no other. 33 And I know it is important to love him with all my heart and all my understanding and all my strength, and to love my neighbor as myself. This is more important than to offer all of the burnt offerings and sacrifices required in the law.”

34 Realizing how much the man understood, Jesus said to him, “You are not far from the Kingdom of God.” And after that, no one dared to ask him any more questions. (NLT)



Key words from passage.
· Love – agapaō. Show love. Demonstrate love
· All -  holos –  whole, all, complete, entire, focusing on unity
· Heart – kardia - inner self, never the literal body part called the “heart,” this is a reference to the areas of the inner self, including: the volition, the mind, the desires, etc., though the facility of the intellect make be slightly more emphasized (Mt 15:19; Lk 6:45)
 

· Soul – psychē - the soul. 2a the seat of the feelings, desires, affections, aversions (our heart, soul etc.). 2b the (human) soul in so far as it is constituted that by the right use of the aids offered it by God it can attain its highest end and secure eternal blessedness, the soul regarded as a moral being designed for everlasting life. 2c the soul as an essence which differs from the body and is not dissolved by death (distinguished from other parts of the body).
 

· Mind – dianoia - mind, reasoning, understanding, thinking
· Strength – ischys - capability, implying personal potential
· Neighbor – plēsion - according to Christ, any other man irrespective of race or religion with whom we live or whom we chance to meet.
Passage background.

The Gospel of Mark: Written by John Mark who accompanied Paul on his first missionary journey and deserted him in Perga of Pamphylia and returned to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13). This Gospel was written while in Rome between 55 and 65 AD to the Christians in Rome. The emphasis was on Jesus as the Son of God, the humanity of Jesus, and as suffering servant. Mark focuses on the work and teachings of Jesus. This gospel account is written in the most accurate chronological order and contains more of Christ’s miracles than his sermons. 
Preceding Context: This passage occurred after Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem (11:1-11). Jesus in 11:12-19 cleared the temple from its corrupt entrepreneurs. The balance of chapter (11:20-33) and into chapter 12: 1-27 He engages in discussion with the apostles and arguments from the Religious leaders about his authority and the corrupt ways of those leaders. These discussions consisted of a series of question and answers as well as parable.
Toward the later phase of these arguments, a Scribe (Matthew’s parallel passage calls him a lawyer) approaches Christ asks him what is the greatest of the commandments. A Scribe was one that was well versed with the Jewish writings of the day. The Scribes copied the scriptures and served as experts in interpreting the law in both civil and religious matters. 
Introduction: - Why do people need to get involved in Bible Fellowship class? 
Humans are relational beings. At creation they were made in the image of God as stated in Genesis 1:26, “Let us make man in our image.” Man was first and foremost made to not only sustain the earth but to relate with the creator. Mankind was created having similar attributes of God. Because of being created in this manner, man has the capability to relate to a living God. Secondly, as God examined his creation on the sixth day, He said everything was good except for one thing; “It was not good for the man to be alone. I will make him a helper that is like him.” (Gen 2:18) So he created a mate. This mate was created not only for man to be intimate and procreate but he made man  for community. Prior to the fall the first man and woman walked and related with God in a very loving way. Their fellowship in the Garden was transparent and honest. 
The result of sin was a broken relationship between God and man. The sin nature of a depraved human left it impossible to genuinely relate to a loving God. Sin also affected the ability of humans to properly relate to each other as well. Sin’s effect clearly damaged these types of reltionships, however man is made in the image of God and posessed the potential to be relational. 
Through the agape love demonstated by Jesus Christ at Calvary, man, through a redeemed life and with help from the Holy Spirit could once again experience a relationship with a loving God and also experience genuine fellowship with other humans. This is the result of the grace of God working through the faith of man breaking the power and penalty of sin. From a redeemed life man is free again to experience a taste of the relationship that was once held before man’s fall. Believers must daily strive to maintain relationships with God and those around him. Connecting with the Father daily and with others is essential. Bible Fellowship classes serve a vital role in man’s maintaining connectivity with God and others.
Connect with God. Mark 12:28-30
At the time of the Scribe’s question, Christ had previously been engaged in active bedate (see background notes above) with those around. The intent of the Scribe’s question was not naïve nor for personal insight. It was asked in a way to some how trip him up and create controversy among the listeners. At this point in Judaism, in addition to the Ten Commandments religious leaders “tacked” on additional requirements – 613 by one historians count. Some religious leaders tried to distinguish between major and minor laws, and some taught that all laws were equally binding and that it was dangerous to make any distinction. Christ summarizes all of these  laws into two. The source of his answer originated from Old Testament passages from Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:18. 
Christ’s initial response to the question begins with the challenge to the listener to take extreme notice to what is being said.  Listeners take heed! “Hear, O Israel” is from the Shema. The source of it was from Deutronomy 6:4-9; 11:13-21 and Numbers 15:37-41. It is the first two words of a section of the Torah (Hebrew Bible) that is used as a centerpiece of all morning and evening Jewish prayer services and closely echoes the monothestic message of Judaism. It is considered the most important prayer in Judaism, and its twice daily recitiation is a religious commandment. What was about to be addressed about God was so significant that it was commanded to be upon the heart, discussed, displayed in the home and bound to the body. The important command is to love God! The word for love in this passage is agape. It’s Greek use here is agapao which means to show or demonstrate love. Because of our sin nature we are not capable of this love apart from the internvention of the Holy Spirit. Man’s love for God must engulf his entire being. Emphasis in this passage is placed on the word “all.” It is used six times (30, 33). All means complete or whole. 

The heart, soul, mind, and strength represent the four areas that comprises all our internal self and transends to our extenal actions. In this text man’s heart referred to the core of one’s personal being. King David was known as the one after God’s own heart. The soul is the emotion and is the same word Jesus used when He cried out in the Garden of Gethsemane. “The mind can be translated might. It is used in the sense of intellectual, willful vigor and determination, carrying both the meaning of mental endeavor and of strength.”
 Paul’s desire was that he put everything behind him so that he might know Christ (Philippians 3:12-14). The final entity is strength which means man’s capability or personal potential. 
God’s love and man’s loving response serve as the primary factor for connecting spiritually in a positive and growing relationship. Any outward religious spractice without an inner complete dedication falls short of God’s plan (vs 33). As noted in the previous week’s lesson, this depth of commitment is very similar to the living sacrifice believers are to be as Paul writes in Romans 12:2. The degree, depth, and quality of man’s vertical relationship with God is foundational to his ability to become transformed into God’s image, being obedient to Him and have the ability to effectively connect with others.
Connecting with Others: Mark 12:31
The second part to Christ’s answer dealt man’s ability to connect with others. Christ once again drew from the Old Testament scriptures, Leviticus 19:18. The previous command to love God is followed by the command to love others. The balance of the law dealt with man’s relationship with others. Six of the Ten Commandments focused on relationships with others. The scope of others ranged from family to neighbors. The actions involing others spanned from thoughts (lust, covet) to  physical action  (stealing, murder, etc.). As noted in the key words section of this lesson, neighbor is anyone we meet along the road of life. The same word for love, agapo, used in the first command is also used here. Believers are to love others the same way they love God. Agapo means to show or demonstrate love. It is more intentional than emotional. It is demonstrated through doing, as Christ explained in the parable of the Good Samartan (Luke 10:25-37). The Samartan stepped across cultural and racial boundaries to help someone in need. He modeled what James stated in chapter 2:16 of his letter where he commanded believers to provide for people in need rather than giving lip service.
Believer’s ability to connect with others is directly proportionate to their ability to connect with God. Imagine connecting with God and others on two planes; vertical and horizontal. Believer’s relationship with God is vertical; upward toward Heaven. If the quality, depth, and degree of a believer’s relationship with God is good (vertically) then the natural outcome or fruit of a positive, loving connection with God will transend itself into horizontal connections with others. Many of the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) exhibit themselves in connecting with others. It is further demonstrated as John writes in his first letter (1 John 3:17), “If anyone has this world’s goods and sees his brother in need buts only offers his compassion from him – how can God’s love reside in him?” A positive vertical relationship is the foundation for positive horizontal relationships. If relationships with others are hindered, then one of the two parties involved (or both) are likely to have a poor relationship vertically. 
Connect in Bible Fellowship. How can Bible Fellowship classes connect?

· Connect with God. 
· As stated in the first passage, the first and foremost command is to love God the with the whole heart. The ideal way to demonstrate this in a Bible Fellowship class through worship resluting from a “wow” encounter with his word. This is experienced when a deep need in the person connects with the power of the living word (Heb 4:12). Effective Bible studies that are accurately and intentionally teaching from God’s Word can bring members to a point of worship. God can be lifted up through teaching that exalts him and in turn brings participants to a point of praise. Paul writes to the Corinthians that were the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom and when that happens those present reflects the “glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit.” (1Corinthians 13:17-18) 

· Effective Bible Fellowship classes connect with God when adequate teaching time is provided for learners to be able to connect. Ideal teaching time should be 40 minutes and no less than 30. Effective classes begin each session on time and proficiently uses the 60 minutes for teaching as well as incorporating adequate time for fellowship, prayer, and discussion of class business.
· Prayer is the second avenue in which participants in a class connect with God. Modeling prayer in class and frequently bringing members to prayer during class brings participants closer to God.
· Effective classes model and encourage members to practice the spiritual disciplines of daily Bible study, worship, and prayer. An emphasis on corporate worship must be encouraged and more importantly modeled by leadership as well.
· Connect member to member

· The New Testament word for fellowship is koinonia. Koinoia is the kindrid spirit that is first exhibited vertically with the believers relationship with the Heavenly Father and then transcends to other believers. Fellowship is more than just an event. It is the ongoing bond that is established among believers. It serves as the glue that adheres members together. Like the two primary compounds used when mixing epoxy glue, koinoia takes place when members are mixed together. The adhesion cannot take place until the mixing is done. It is important for members to connect through social gatherings, worshiping together in class and corporately, performing ministry projects together, praying for one another, and sharing in life’s events (good or bad) together.

· Members’ connecting together means experiencing and living life together. This means more than meeting for socials or meals. It means sharing burdens, needs, cares, tragedy, and victories.
· Care Group Ministry. An important source for connecting at JBC is the Care Group Ministry overseen by the Deacons of the church. The purpose of this ministry is to ensure ministry needs of JBC members are brought to light and met. This is most effective when the Care Group Ministry is woven into each Bible Fellowship class. A biblical model of unity and caring is exhibited in the early church (Acts 2:41-47). Although the early church met in the temple, they also broke out into smaller groups that met in homes. A Bible Fellowship class represents the smallest managable unit at JBC. The greatest organizational advice given in the Bible was provided by Jethro to his son in law Moses. He advised Moses to organize the thousands of Israelites into small groups of ten. Each group had a level of oversight that guided and advised the people. As needs developed they were elevated to the appropriate level. (Exodus 18) It is in a Bible Fellowship where deep relationships are made and burdens along with needs can be shared and carried. The early church in Acts 2:45 sacrificially gave of themselves as others had needs. A system for making contacts with all members on class rolls should be established and periodically reviewed to keep information current. Regular contact reduces the possiblity that needs are overlooked and encourages members to attend Bible Fellowship regularly. All JBC members should be placed in a Bible Fellowship class. An effective Care Group ministry keeps members from falling through the cracks and being forgotten by the church.
· Connect members to guests:
· A significant need for people is to be accepted. Abraham Maslow, a psychologist in 1943 studied and wrote a paper called  A Theory of Human Motivation. He created and explained a model called his heirarchy of basic human needs. People in any organization must feel secure about being welcomed and wanted. Guests attending a class must immediately feel the welcoming warmth of a class along with the feeling that they are accepted. 

· “You only get one chance to make a good first impression.” First impressions are lasting impressions. Significant first and lasting impressions are made by a guest within the first 2-3 minutes in the class. Are guests warmly received when entering a class? How long does it take to recognize the guest upon entering the room? Are long term members huddled in groups talking about common interests and too busy to notice the guest? Do guests receive proper literature for ease of participation? Is movement within the room adequate for the guest to enter and find a seat? Is navigation within the room easy or difficult? At the conclusion of the class is the guest thanked for attending? Does someone offer to escourt the guest to worship and set with them? Is the guest asked to return? Is contact information for proper and timely followed obtained from the guest? Are the topics of casual discussions among members such that guests will not feel left out and uncomfortable?
· Follow up. A contact, preferrably in person, should be made to the guest thanking them for attending, invited to return next week and allowed to ask questions about programming idealy within 72 hours. The preceding strategy yields a higher chance for a second return. Follow up contacts on guests informs them their visit was valued and they are wanted as a part of the class. Evangelism preformed through a Bible Fellowship class has a greater percentage for reaching guests than anyother types of outreach programs.
· Class fellowship events. Josh Hunt in his book, You Can Double Your Class in Two Years of Less, dedicates a chapter to the use of class social events as a huge outreach process. The title of the chapter speaks for itself: Invite Every Member and Every Prospect to Every Social Every Month.

· Class transparency. Guests can connect more easily with a class where the members exhibit a sense of transparency. Grace should flow; we each have experienced His grace (Rom 5:1) and must let it flow into others. Members enjoy being with each other. This is extended into the Bible study time where members can express themselves or ask questions freely without fear of rejection or embarassment.

· Bible Fellowship serves as a great assimilation tool for new JBC members. Thom Rainer, President of LifeWay and former Dean of the Billy Graham School at the The Southern Seminary in Louisville noted in his book, High Expectations, that a new member in a church will be five times more likely to remain at a church within five years if they join a small group Bible study.

· Guests connect more freely when the lessons teach Biblical truth in a relevant and applicable manner that meets the needs of the participants. Teaching methods are utilized that engages the learners and meets their learning styles.

· Connect members to the unchurched: 

· Bible Fellowship can serve as a highly effective evangelistic arm for a church. Small group Bible studies are very effective in connecting those that are non-Christian to Christ. A non-Christian regularly attending a small group Bible study has a greater chance of coming to know Christ than someone attending only a worship service. This happens because the non-Christian engages with believers in a more intimate setting where they personally witness believers sharing experiences of how God and His Word comes alive in their lives. Non- Christians can personally experience Christian community with believers. An effective Bible Fellowship setting can have an incredible impact in conjuction with the Holy Spirit’s regenerating work.
· Bible Fellowship classes must create in members a burden for reaching the lost. Classes need to maintain a prospect list of those that have not professed Christ. Those on the list should be contacted routinely and invited to attend class as well as social activities. Members should be routinely inviting their friends, relatives, associates, and neighbors (FRAN’s) to their class or another appropriate age graded class. A system of contacting prospects via cards, phone calls, and face to face needs to be implemented. Members need to be trained how to share their faith. Ideally, class visiting teams should be created for the purpose of in home visits of prospects with the desire and intentions of sharing the Gospel.
Conclusion


As effective telecommunications, whether wired or wireless, is dependent on being properly connected and without restrictions, so must a Bible Fellowship class minimize hindrances to ensure a free flow from God to man and  person to person. Much must be done in a class to allow participants to “connect” with God and others. Effective use of time, resources, teaching skills, and intentionaly making sure all in the class are connected with God and each other are critical. 
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